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Mariana Ríos Ramírez is a Mexican picture book author represented by Natascha Morris 
at The Tobias Literary Agency. Her debut book Santiago’s Dinosaurios, illustrated by 
Udayana Lugo, was published by Albert Whitman in October 2022. Abuelita’s Gift: A Día 
de Muertos Story and it’s Spanish edition El regalo de abuelita: Un cuento de Día de 
Muertos, are her newest books. They are illustrated by Sara Palacios and published by 
Knopf Books for Young Readers.

Mariana Ríos Ramírez is a Mexican children’s book author who loves sharing elements of 
her culture, language, and traditions through her stories. Besides writing, Mariana loves 
photography, traveling, and spending time with family and friends. She currently resides 
in Anderson, South Carolina.

Mariana Ríos Ramírez is a Mexican author living in Anderson, South Carolina. 
She received a degree in international business from Tecnológico de Monterrey (México) 
and an MBA degree in Tecnológico de Monterrey and Thunderbird School of Global 
Management in Arizona, USA.

Before becoming a children’s book author she worked as a high school teacher for seven 
years and co-owned an online business of customized party decorations. 

Mariana is a member of SCBWI, Storyteller Academy, Las Musas, and Rate your Story. 
Santiago’s Dinosaurios is her debut picture book. Abuelita’s Gift: A Día de Muertos 
Story and El regalo de abuelita: Un cuento de Día de Muertos are her newest books.

Other Bios



Headshots

By J. Pray Photography



Blurbs

About the book

1 2
Julieta is a Mexican girl who’s excited about 
the first Día de Muertos visit of her beloved 
Abuelita who has recently passed away. 
Immersed in the folklore of her family’s 
tradition, Julieta is determined to find the 
perfect gift to honor Abuelita at the ofrenda 
and to show how much she misses her. 
However, Julieta will struggle to come up 
with the right present as her ideas fail one by 
one and the celebration day comes closer. 
Only when Julieta embraces the memories 
they once shared, she’ll realize the perfect 
gift comes from within and the connection 
between them will be restored forever.

Julieta is eager to honor her Abuelita's spirit on Día 
de Muertos, but struggles to find the perfect gift. A 
touching story that celebrates ancestors and teaches 
that the most meaningful tributes come from the 
heart. Illustrated by award-winning Sara Palacios.

3
Julieta is excited for Abuelita's spirit to visit on Día de 
Muertos. She is determined to find the perfect gift to 
honor Abuelita and to show how much she misses 
her. However, her ideas fail one by one and Julieta 
grows worried. It is only when Julieta embraces the 
memories she once shared with her abuelita, that she 
realizes the perfect gift comes from the heart. An 
uplifting story about both life and death, family, and 
the threads that connect us, long after we are gone.
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Graphics of the book

Art by Sara Palacios



Reviews

“A heartwarming story for Día de Muertos celebrations and displays.”
- School Library Journal Starred review

“A touching tribute to the pain of losing a loved 
one—and the joys of honoring them.”

- Kirkus Reviews starred review

“A moving tale of loss, family, and tradition.”
- Booklist

https://www.slj.com/review/abuelitas-gift-a-da-de-muertos-story
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/mariana-rios-ramirez/abuelitas-gift/
https://www.booklistonline.com/Abuelita-s-Gift-A-D-a-de-Muertos-Story-/pid=9795258 
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Available for podcasts and interviews in English and Spanish. 
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For rights inquiries, please contact 
my agent Natascha Morris at: 

natascha@thetobiasagency.com
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